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1. In a memorandum for you, dated 21 April 1953 » subject: 
"Proposed French Strategic Plan for tho Successful Conclusion 
of the. VJar in Indochina, 11 the Joint Chiefs of S^an pointed 
out certain weaknesses in the LeTourneau-Allard plan, but 
felt that it was workable. During the visit of the U.S. Joins 
Military Mission to Indochina, Lieutenant General Navarre sub¬ 
mitted in writing to Lieutenant General O'Daniel, Chici Oi the 
Mission, a paper entitled "Principles for the Conduct of the 
V.'ar in Indochina" appended hereto, which appears to correct 
those weaknesses and which presents a marked Improvement in 
French military thinking concerning operations in Indochina. 

2. In his report Lieutenant General O'Daniel stated that, 
in his opinion/ the new French command in Indochina will 
accomplish under the Navarro concept the decisive defeat of 
the Viet Minh by 1955 and that the addition of two or more 
French divisions from outside of Indochina would expedite 
this defeat. Additions other than in divisional organiza¬ 
tion .would bo in cr*ror since it is the divisional team, with 

ts—combat proven effectiveness, which is sorely needed in 
Indochina, Lieutenant General O'Daniel further reported that 
French military leaders were most cooperative with the mission, 
that several agreements were accomplished to improve the effec¬ 
tiveness of the rrroposed military operations, and that repeated 
invitations were*extended to the U.S. mission to return in a 
few months to witness the process the French will have made. 

3. Based on past performances by the French, the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff have reservations in predicting actual results which 
can be expected sending additional proof by demonstration of 
continued French support and by further French performance in 
Indochina. The Joint Chiefs of Staff are of the opinion that 

a basic rocuiroment for military success in Indochina is one 
of creating a political climate in that country -which will pro¬ 
vide the incentive for natives to support tho French and supply 
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ARTiFJR H 1 DP 0 RD, 
Chairman, 

Joint Chiefs of staffs 





















